
CHARLES TAYLOR MASTER 
MECHANIC'S AWARD 

Fairbanks Flight Standards District 
Office Honoree 1995

DANIEL WALSH  
 

 

WALSH, Daniel (Dan).   Dan is the 
1995 sole recipient of the Charles Taylor 
Master Mechanic Award for Alaska's 
Interior.  

Daniel was born and raised in Nome, 
Alaska.  His parents, Mike and Louise, 
came to Nome during the Gold Rush 
Era.   His mother arrived in 1899 as a 
young girl from Massachusetts and his 
father in 1906 from Country Cork, 
Ireland.   Dan is the seventh of 10 
children. 

Dan became interested in aviation while 
he was in high school and began 
"hanging out" at the airport around the 
airplanes.  After high school he worked 
with a construction company which was 
used by the military during World War 
II.  The following winter he moved to 
Fairbanks to work for Pollack Airways 
as a mechanic's helper.    In December 
1943, Dan went to work for Pan 
American Airways (PanAm).  At the 
time, PanAm had numerous Naval 
contracts, so Dan was actually in the 
Naval Reserve.    In 1944, Dan was on 
active duty with the U.S. Navy and 
worked in aircraft maintenance until his 
discharge in June 1946. 

Upon returning to Anchorage after his 
discharge, Dan worked the next two 
years for Alaska Airlines.  From 
December 1948 until June 1954, he was 
employed by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (then called Civil A 
aviation Administration) in the 
department of maintenance in 
Fairbanks.  From 1955 until 1963, he 
returned to work for Alaska Airlines in 
Anchorage and then transferred to 
Nome.  From 1963 until 1986, Dan 
remained in the mechanic field working 
with construction companies and the 
Alaska Department of Transportation. 

Dan spent much of his spare time 
helping his friends work on their 
airplanes.  In 1975, he acquired his first 
airplane, a PA-18 and spent endless 
hours modifying it.  Later he found his 
dream airplane, a PA-14, he maintained 
and flew this plane until 1989.  Dan 
earned an Airframe Certificate in 1947, 
Engine in 1948 and A&P (converted). 

Dan has not entirely left aviation since 
retirement, many of his relatives own 
airplanes and he continues to be a 
constant source of consultation.  Dan 
currently resides in Anchorage with his 
wife, Agnes.  The two met after Agnes, a 
nurse, came to Anchorage from San 
Francisco.  Agnes worked a Providence 
Hospital in Anchorage.    The adventure 
continued, Dan and Agnes were married 
in Nome and have 9 children and 10 
grandchildren 

 


